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ton have kindly sent me some advance sheets
of a book to be called Irish Myths and Folk-
lore. The author is Mr. Jeremiah Curtin.
When the completed book comes I will review
it at length, for it promises to be the most
careful and scientific work on Irish folk-lore
yet published. The introduction is most inter-
esting, and contrasts strikingly with the in-
troduction to Campbell's Vales of the Western
Highlands, the great Scotch folk-lore book.
Campbell was an imaginative man and a good
writer, but his long introduction leaves me at
any rate rather bored. Mr. Curtin is not less
scientific, but the whole science of folk-lore
has grown more imaginative these last twenty
years. To the old folk-lorists, fables and fairy
tales were a haystack of dead follies, wherein
the virtuous might find one little needle of
historical truth. Since then Joubainville and
Rhys and many more have made us see in
all these things old beautiful mythologies
wherein ancient man said symbolically all he
knew about God and man's soul, once famous
religions fallen into ruin and turned into old
wives' tales, but still luminous from the rosy
dawn of human reverie.

Another folk-lore book I have just been
dipping into is Lady Wilde's just published
Ancient Cures, Charms, and Usages oj Ireland.